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Making our own ‘Red Tree’ leaflet for Red Earth Theatre 
 
When designing material for publicity, what are we looking for? 

● Clear, concise information  
● Generate excitement and curiosity 
● What will catch the eye? 
● Unique, standing out 

Activity: 
Gather some of your favourite books at home, and write down what it is about the covers that has made 
you want to pick it up. What do you think makes it a good cover? Is there anything you would want to 
change? 

What can make your leaflet unique? 
Perhaps your own font! Making a collage? Maybe it’s a character, or emotion.  
 
Try to tell the story in one image. You can use anything you like, for example characters, colours, emotions, 
shapes! It could be very abstract. This is where your imagination can come to life. There are endless 
possibilities! 
 
We need to also think about our audience. Who are they? How old will they be? Is it a mixture? 
 
Activity: 
Ask yourself questions, to spark ideas for your creation.  

● The use of light is telling a story vividly in each image: How does the lighting in each image make 
you feel?  

● The colours of the pictures can suggest a lot about emotions. What do those colours make you 
feel?  

● What are the most significant things that connect the pictures together?  

Tip: When experimenting with ideas, take breaks if you need them to refresh the mind. Show people your 
ideas and discuss their opinions, if that helps your inspiration. 

Don’t be afraid to change your answers during your process, if you think it’s for the better! 
You are creating challenges and questions for yourself, to explore. You are the explorer, and you’re on a 
mission to find out the meaning of what the story and pictures mean to you.  
 
When you put something out as publicity material, you know exactly what story you want to tell. Whether 
someone else understands it or makes up their own story from it, that’s okay. Because as long as you know 
your story, it means that what you create comes straight from your heart, and that means people receive 
the most honest part of your creativity.  
 
What information must it contain? 
Title - The Red Tree by Shaun Tan, Adapted by Red Earth Theatre 
Theatre Company (Red Earth Theatre), Touring Dates, Locations, Timings, Designer - Laura McEwen 
 


